492                THE   COLLECTED  WORKS   OF  MAHATMA   GANDHI

fellow-countrymen, I have realized the necessity for them of
khaddar as much as for others. I hope, therefore, that every
Christian's home will be adorned by the installation of the spin-
ning-wheel and every Christian body with khaddar, spun and
woven by the hands of our poor countrymen and countrywomen.
And then there is the curse of drink. I have never under-
stood how a Christian can take intoxicating drink. Did not Jesus
say to Satan when he went to seduce him: "Get thee behind me,
Satan?" Is not intoxicating drink Satan incarnate? How can
a Christian serve both Satan and Christ?

The Bombay Chronicle, 4-1-1932

312.    MESSAGE TO AMERICA*

BOMBAY,
January 5, 1932

On the eve of embarking on what promises to be a deadly
struggle, I would expect numerous American friends to watch its
career and use the influence of the great nation for the sake of
oppressed humanity. This Indian struggle is more than national.
It has international value and importance. I am convinced
that if my countrymen and women retain up to the last the spirit
of non-violence, they will have inaugurated a new era upon earth,

The Hindu, 3-1-1932

313.   DIARY, 1932
BOMBAY, JANUARY 1, FRIDAY

Spun 160 rounds. Spent the day at the Working Committee.
Cloth and bullion merchants as also Bhulabhai and others called.
Benthall called at night.

BOMBAY, JANUARY 2, SATURDAY

Spun 189 rounds. Met Modi, [members of] the Welfare
League,2 Sir Ness Wadia. Went to see Venilal. Meherbaba called.
Viceroy's reply came.

1 The message was given through Mills, an American Press correspon-
dent.

2 Vide pp. 479-80.